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SufivEY OF WA!i!EZN?nJI; BRZDING GRXUXDS IN CAlUDA EOW ‘UNDER WAY 

‘Q-B Survey of the Canadian waterfowl breeding grounds which the Fish and 

Wildlife Service makes each year is now in progress under the leadership of Robert’ 

H. Smith, Mississippi Flyway biologist, Albert M, Day, Sex; <;e’ director announced 

Mr; Day stated that the survey this year will be cezried on in close coopera- ’ 

tion with Canadian waterfowl officials and that survey crux; l:ou;d include repre- 

sentatives of both Dominion and Provincial Governn;enta in a&kcion to biologists 
. 

of the U; S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

The field crews are using airpka-m, automobiles, and boats to cover each of 
the Prairie Provinces. supPlementing the abplm~ b, I* .aj tie .TJ,~-z.~u-L;~, ground crews 
cover prescribed routes, following those of pre.rixs: yt‘xs, to, de&mine the rela- 
tive population trends. 

Early reports received by Service officials in Washington from Mr. Smith and 
his field crews indicate that the surveys are going along nicely despite the con- 
ditions of the roads due to floods. +cording to Smith, ‘There is more water in 
the country that I have ever seen beforo . N 

Ihe Service conducts this survey annually of the principal Canadim watcYfow1 
areas to obtain accurate information on waterfowl populations, surface water con- 
ditions, breeding pairs, broods produced, mx?taIity, and climatic conditions as a 
basis for preparing the annual waterfowl hunting re@ations. Although the regu- 
lations which the Service recommends are based on year-round scientific investiga- 
tions , the surveys made during the spring and summer are of vital importance 
because conditions on the breeding grounds during those n;oaths will determine the 

’ sike of the crop and the success of the breeding birds that go north. 

* During the 1947 nesting season, 14 Service obgiivers made 32,000 miles of 
aerial surveys and 28,000 miles of surface surveys md actual transects. 
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